
THE  

ST . PAULõS PARISH  SEEKS TO  RESTORE ALL  PEOPLE TO  GOD  AND  TO  EACH  OTHER , THROUGH  SACRAMENTAL  
W ORSHIP  AND  CHRIST -LIKE  LIVING . 

My dear Parishioners and Friends 
of St. Paulôs, 

The month of May is bookended 

by two major feasts: St. Philip & St. 

James on the 1st and the feast com-

memorating the Visitation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary to her cousin 

Elizabeth on the 31st. In between these 

feasts this year falls Ascension Day, as 

well as many other notable comings 

and goingsðand goings-on: 

At the beginning of the month, I 

will be on Spring Break with my fami-

ly on Cape Cod from Friday the 3rd 

through Wednesday the 8th. While 

away, however, I will be attending the 

Society of Maryôs Mass, luncheon, and 

Annual Meeting on May 4 at St. Ste-

phenôs Church in Providence, Rhode 

Island, which is too close to Anneôs 

parentsô house in Falmouth, Massa-

chusetts for me to resist. 

My family and I will return in 

time for the great feast of the Ascen-

sion on Thursday, May 9, which will 

be celebrated with a Procession and 

Solemn Mass at 6:45 p.m. Ascension 

also happens to be the eleventh anni-

versary of my ordination to the priest-

hood, and I am pleased to be celebrat-

ing it as your celebrant that day. It is 

amazing to think that seven and a half 

years of my eleven years of priesthood 

have been spent serving this parish. 

Please make it a point to come on  

Ascension Day to celebrate this most 

significant feast of the Church. 

Fr. Weissman departs a few days 

after Ascension, and his ñswan song,ò 

so to speak, will be preaching on    

Ascension Day. He preached a fine 

poetical homily on the feast of the  

Annunciation shortly after his arrival 

[see page 3 for Fr. Weissmanôs poem], 

and I am looking forward to his offer-

ing on Ascension Day. I am grateful to 

Fr. Weissman for taking so many 

Masses and other duties with his char-

acteristic good humor.  

No sooner will Fr. Weissman have 

flown the coop than Fr. Williams, like 
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the swallows to Capistrano, will return 

to St. Paulôs. He will be with us from 

May 15 through June 12. 

Fr. Williams arrives just in time to 

supplement the coverage already ably 

provided by Fr. Lewis and Fr. 

McQuin, as an unusual confluence of 

absences will take place on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 19: both Fr. Oliver and 

Deacon Lobsinger will be out of town, 

and I shall be away at a clergy confer-

ence in Colorado. I will be gone from 

May 19 through the following Friday, 

May 24. I am not quite sure what I am 

in for at this clergy gathering, but it is 

being organized by the priest who 

preached at my own priesting eleven 

years ago, so it canôt be bad! I heard 

that at the last conference he          

organized, there was an awful lot of 

talk about Jesus. I may learn some-

thing. 

I am getting back just in time to 

take advantage of a tour of the Durer 

exhibition at the National Gallery of 

Art at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, May 29, 

led by curator and parishioner Andrew 

Robison, who has a degree in Theolo-

gy from Oxford. I plan on attending, 

and I hope that many of you will take 

advantage of this opportunity. Further 

details may be found elsewhere in this 

issue. Many thanks to Nancy Work for 

coordinating this event. 

I will close by peeking ahead into 

June to remind everyone that our    

parish Annual Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, June 8 at 10:30 a.m. in the 

Dining Hall, preceded by Morning 

Prayer at 9:15 a.m. and Mass at 9:30 

a.m., at which we shall remember all 

those who have died over the past year 

and sing that magnificent hymn, ñIn 

our day of thanksgivingò (St. Cathe-
rineôs Court), which I have come to 

think of as the ñalma materò song of 

the parish. The Annual Meeting is 

particularly important this year, as the 

four new Vestry members elected will 

be a third of the people who will be 

responsible for calling your next rec-

tor, not to mention setting the budget 
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for 2014 and beyond. You will hear 

reports from your    Wardens and 

from me on the administrative and 

spiritual states of the   parish, and 

have an opportunity to enjoy each oth-

erôs fellowship. I look forward to see-

ing you there. 

 

Yours in Easter joy, 

 

N.J.A. Humphrey+ 

Priest-in-Charge 

 

\ \ \ 

Dr. Robison is Mellon Senior    

Curator of Prints and Drawings at the 

National Gallery of Art. He gave two 

illustrated lectures ñRembrandt: God-

father to Forainôs Religious Worksò in 

the St Paulôs 2012 Lenten Forum     

Series. He attends St. Paulôs 9:00AM 

Mass.   

Reviews of this Durer exhibition 

can be read in The New York Times 
Weekend Arts II section, Friday, 

March 22, 2013, pp. C21 & C24, ñThe 

Renaissance Followed him Northò by 

Holland Carter and in The Washing-
ton Post, Arts Section, [Palm] Sunday 

March 24, 2013, pp.E1 & E3, ñA Master 

Who Never Gets Oldò by Philip Ken-

nicott [recent Pulitzer Prize Winner], 

and in The Wall Street Journal, Arena 

Section, Friday March 22, 2013, pp. D1 

& D4 which focuses on ñThe Praying 

Hands.ò  The exhibition closes June 9. 

This is a very rare opportunity to 

view Durerôs profound religious works 

with Curator Andrew Robison. Father 

Humphrey and all of us at St Paulôs 

are most grateful to him for offering 

us this special, personal tour. 

Event Announcement:  

Durer Exhibit Tour at National Gallery with 

Curator Andrew Robison  
Wednesday May 29th at 2PM 

ñAlbrecht Durer: Master Draw-

ings, Watercolors and Prints from the 

Albertinaò curated by Dr. Andrew 

Robison, features 137 of Durerôs reli-

gious and secular works on paper at 

the National Gallery of Art/

Washington. It is based an extremely 

rare loan by the Albertina Museum in 

Vienna. Durerôs drawing ñThe Pray-

ing Hands,ò one of the worldôs most 

famous religious images, is in the 

exhibition, as are numerous Christ, 

Calvary, the Virgin and other biblical 

subjects.  

Many of St. Paulôs service leaflets 

feature Durer woodcuts, most recently 

those of Holy Week and Easter. 

Andrew Robison is offering a 

Personal Tour of the exhibit to St 

Paulôs parishioners on Wednesday, 

May 29 at 2:00p.m. MEET at the Na-

tional Galleryôs East (New) Building 

Information Desk. SIGN UP with 

N a n c y  W o r k  b y  e m a i l  a t 

worknw@verizon.net or phone 301-

320-5769. The tour is FREE but sign-

up is requested. 

Nancy Work 

Meet: National Gallery of Art East (New) Building Information Desk 

Sign Up: worknw@verizon.net 

El Greco, The Annunciation, 1576 

 

On the Annunciation 

 in Eastertide 

 
Rejoice twice tonight, oh my soul, 

For the Son who rose from the tomb 

Now enters the womb of Mary, 

Her to whom the dazzling angel 

Cried, òHe is risen.ó Fear not: 

One Friday you were Pieta; 

Again you will be Madonna. 

Tonight, Regina, pray for us 

And our sons, that they and we 

Unseeing, may believe your Son 

In this abridgement of Christõs  

Story on an Easter night. 

 

 

After John Donne, by  

Fr. Stephen Weissman 

"Praying 

Hands" (1508),  

 

òChrist on the  

Mount of Olives"  

(1515) 

 

Albrecht Durer 

(1471-1528) 
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Growing St. Paulõs:  Babies and Eastertide Baptisms 

Baptism of Anna Julia Cecere at the Easter Vigil, March 31, 2013 

Baptism of William Francis Mills at the Easter Vigil 

Baptism of Arthur James Farwell Stowe on April 14, 2013 

Baptism of Virginia Elizabeth Eikel on April 7, 2013 
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St. Paulõs Parishioner in Quebec Celebrates With Us 

Beverly Dame and her husband, 

Page, were longtime parishioners at 

St. Paulôs.  They have retired to    

Quebec, where they are active in St. 

Barnabas Anglican Church and in The 

Deanery of St. Francis that covers 

more than 20 parishes in the Eastern 

Townships of Quebec.  However, as 

Beverly says, ñEven though weôre in 

Quebec, our hearts are at 2430 K 

Street.ò 

One way they are staying connect-

ed with St. Paulôs is through Beverlyôs 

gift of her crocheting  skills.  She is 

making baby hats for each of the new 

St. Paulôs babies.  

Beverly Dame 

Pilgrims Class at Easter Vigil including Jennifer Meeks (next to Fr. Lewis) who was baptized. 

In her words, ñOne of the things I 

love about St. Paulôs is that it wel-

comes families with small children. 

The fact that parishioners are having 

babies is a great thing.  Iôd like to help 

the parish celebrate this by crocheting 

a cap for each newborn.ò 

\ \ \ 



6 | T H E  E P I S T L E  O F  S A I N T  P A U L õS  P A R I S H   

Bishop Samuel Seabury - Apostle of the New World 

and First of the Anglican Missionary Bishops  
Cathy Downes 

This month we continue our   

series on the figures of our Reredos 

who watch over us from the altar.  

When I started this research project 

with St. Ignatius, ña true Athlete of 

Christò [see January 2013 edition of 

the Epistle], it didnôt take much to see 

why those who designed and funded 

our Reredos chose him for inclusion: 

a recognized Saint, a martyr for the 

Christian faith.  But what about the 

couple of figures on the lower right 

without the halo!  Why are they there 

you might ask? 

So this month I thought I would 

focus on Bishop Samuel Seabury.  

After learning about his life, I now 

know that Bishop Seabury, like James, 

and Ignatius, Cyprian and Athanasius, 

Columba and Augustine, really has 

the ñcredsò to be one of our ñsaintly 

witnesses.ò    

Son of a Preacher 

Bishop Seabury was born Novem-

ber 30, 1729 at Groton, Connecticut.  

His father, first a Congregational 

preacher and then ordained Church of 

England rector, was also a graduate of 

Yale and Harvard universities.  The 

family moved to Hempstead, Long 

Island when his father was appointed 

in charge of the Hempstead Church of 

England parish.  Seabury entered Yale 

in 1744, graduating in the class of 

1748.   

Destined ñfor the Churchò, he was 

at 19 too young to become a Deacon 

or a Priest in the Church of England.  

So he took up an appointment as a 

Catechist for the English Society for 

the Propagation of the Gospel in For-

eign Parts, serving in his fatherôs par-

ish, and continuing his studies in the-

ology, but also expanding his learning 

into the medical field.   

In 1752 he traveled to England, 

doctoring, school teaching and farm-

ing after purchasing a small farm in 

his new parish.   

Throughout this period there 

seems to have been a raft of disputes, 

interpretations of Acts and statutes 

from the Colonial Administration in 

creating various authorities for the 

Church of England in the Colonies.  

This reflected the diversity of Chris-

tian faith traditions, the small size of 

the Church of England and its long-

distance jurisdiction under the Bishop 

of London. These issues ran the gam-

ut of building ownership, authorities 

of deacons or priests, parish bounda-

ries, permissible ceremonies and rites, 

and prayer books.   

His tenure at Grace Church con-

cluded in 1764 with a move to the po-

sition of Rector of St. Peterôs West 

Chester.  During this period,  the Rev. 

Seaburyôs life steps beyond the famil-

iar round of Church services and min-

istry and is swept up in the politics of 

the Colonies with various factions 

seeking to foment revolution.  

While at Grace Church, Jamaica, 

the Rev. Seabury had helped found a 

Convention of Church of England 

clergymen to promote the welfare of 

the Church in the province and to es-

tablish a Colonial Episcopate; the aim 

being to address the issues that had 

plagued the Church to this point.   

Church Advocate, Prisoner and       

Fugitive 

In the early 1770s, the Convention  

became embroiled in the larger con-

flict between colonies, George III and 

the British Parliament.  The proposed 

Episcopate was supported by Clergy-

men from the Northern Colonies.   

But it became a target of attack by 

American supporters who viewed it as 

too connected to the British monarchy 

and governing class arrangements and 

where he undertook a yearôs medical 

studies at Edinburgh University.  

During this year, he encountered 

struggling worshippers of the 3ÃÏÔÔÉÓÈ 

%ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÓ ͼÔÈÅ #ÁÔÈÏȤ

ÌÉÃ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÎÃÉÅÎÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

ÏÆ 3ÃÏÔÌÁÎÄȢȱ  (ÉÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÊÏÉÎȤ

ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÐÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÓÅÃÒÅÔ ÃÏÍȤ

ÍÕÎÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÍÅÍÏÒÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍȢ   

In late 1753, as a favor for candi-

dates from the distant Colonies, the 

usual interval between the conferring 

of Deaconôs and Priestôs Orders was 

relaxed, and Seabury was admitted to 

Deaconôs Orders on December 21, 

and ordained Priest on Sunday, De-

cember 23.  

The Rev. Seabury returned to 

New York, having now been appoint-

ed as a missionary of the Society for 

Propagating the Gospel at New 

Brunswick, in the then province of 

New Jersey.  Three years later, he 

moved to Queens County New York 

to become Rector of Grace Church, 

Jamaica.   

During this period, the Rev.     

Seabury married, started a family of 

five children, and took the debts of his 

father-in-law. To supplement his 

small stipends, he also engaged in 
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saw a conspiracy to advance a British 

legal hierarchy that had temporal as 

well as spiritual rights.  

The Rev. Seabury became en-

meshed in the debates, arguments, 

and letter-writing campaigns of the 

period.  For over two years, he was 

distinguished amongst a group of 

clergy who wrote loyalist responses to 

attacks on the Church of England, and 

the proposed Episcopate, that were 

being made by supporters of inde-

pendence from Britain. He wrote op-

posing the election of committees and 

congresses not authorized by the Brit-

ish colonial authorities.  He organized 

assemblies to oppose the like.   

In 1774-75, he wrote four pro-

British pamphlets under the pseudo-

nym of A.W. Farmer.  In a frank and 

forceful style, he persuasively chal-

lenged the Patriotsô constitutional ar-

guments and coercive protest tac-

tics.  A storm of reaction occurred, 

including the writing of two defensive 

pamphlets by Alexander Hamilton, co-

author of the Federalist Papers.   

In November 1775, an armed 

force of horsemen surrounded his 

family home in Connecticut and not 

finding him there, beat his children to 

find news of his whereabouts.  After a 

search, he was captured and taken 70 

miles to New Haven, where he was 

paraded through the streets and 

abused.  He was incarcerated for six 

weeks while attempts were made to 

have him admit to being the author of 

the A.W. Farmer pamphlets.  In this 

they were unsuccessful, and his treat-

ment caused sufficient embarrass-

ment that he was released.    

For the early months of 1776, he 

moved about the West Chester parish, 

threatened and forced to hide his loca-

tion.  After the British Army seized 

Long Island, which included West 

Chester, he served as an Army hospi-

tal chaplain, and then as Chaplain to 

the Kingôs American Regiment until 

the end of the War.  After the war, the 

Rev. Seabury, as many other loyalists, 

accepted the outcome and  returned to 

focusing on his pastoral duties.   

We Need a Bishop 

The War ended without address-

ing the earlier issues of an episcopate.  

In addition the Church had lost many 

clergy and church members.  The 

Connecticut Church was the strongest 

with 14 clergy, 40 congregations and 

40,000 Church members.  Realizing 

that the future of the Church still lay 

in the proposed Episcopate headed by 

a  bishop, 10 of the 14 Connecticut 

clergy took the bold move in March 

1783 of electing a bishop for Connecti-

cut.  Of the two selected candidates, 

the Rev. Samuel Seabury accepted. 

Five months later, Bishop-elect 

Samuel Seabury arrived in England 

with hopes and letters of testimonial 

from the Connecticut and New York 

clergy supporting his consecration.  

As it turned out the Connecticut cler-

gy were too optimistic.  The British 

Church confronted an array of sensi-

tive political issues about consecrating 

a bishop for the newly independent 

nation, including the need to secure a 

waiver to exempt Bishop-elect Seabury 

from the Oath of Allegiance to the 

British Crown.  After 16 months of 

prevarication by the English bishops, 

Bishop-elect Seabury accepted the 

reality that they could not ñtransmit to 
this Country the Apostolic Succession 
[and] it was necessary...to seek  this 
Episcopacy in another quar-
ter.ò (Memoirs, 1908, Chapt. 15)  

Building on earlier groundwork 

and supported by the Connecticut 

clergy, he applied to the Scottish 

Church for consecration.  The Scottish 

bishops responded favorably.  And in 

Aberdeen, on Nov 14th 1784, three of 

the four Scottish bishops consecrated 

Samuel Seabury as Bishop of Con-

necticut to support ña free, valid and 
purely Ecclesiastical Episcopacyò for 

ñthe destitute and suffering Church in 
North America in general and that of 
Connecticut in particular.ò  (Memoirs, 

1908, Chapt. 15). 

Bishop Seabury travelled back to 

Connecticut in May 1785 and took up 

episcopal duties in New London.   In 

the next years, he worked tirelessly 

and with great diplomacy as the sen-

ior-most Bishop in a sequence of Gen-

eral Conventions to create an Ecclesi-

astical union of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church across the states.  Govern-

ance arrangements were negotiated.  

Much effort went into negotiating 

amendments to the Book of Common 

Prayer to reflect the changed civil con-

ditions of the country and to achieve 

consensus on the different emphases 

of the ñlowò and ñhighò church tradi-

tions.   

Over the next years, he engaged 

with great strength in the herculean 

pastoral duties for the episcopate.  

Between 1791 and 1795, for example, 

he records making fifteen journeys 

totaling 6,660 miles, confirming 

1,280 persons, leading numerous Eu-

charistic celebrations, preaching ser-

mons, baptizing and ordaining dea-

cons and priests.  

On a visit to a parishioner in late 

February 1796, he collapsed and died, 

aged 67 years.  

In her examination of Bishop 

Seaburyôs contribution to the Ameri-

can Episcopal Church, Rev. S.C. 

Hughson (2008), comes to this con-

clusion:  ñHad it not been...for Bishop 
Seaburyôs resolute and independent 
course, it is not unlikely that years 
would have gone by before the British 
Parliament would have given the nec-
essary permission for consecrating 
American bishops.  If this conjecture 
is well-grounded, it is to Samuel    
Seabury, more than to any other one 
man, that the American Church is 
indebted for the speedy organization 
of her episcopate, permitting her as it 
did to strengthen her stakes and to  
extend her cords to the furthest 
bounds of the great continent which 
her missionary efforts were destined 

to conquer.ò 
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Ministry Resident Program  

Part FiveïThe local church:  power, 
influence and authority of formation.   

 

Does the local church have any 

power, influence or authority in the 

formation of clergy?  According to 

MRP the answer is yes!  If you think 

about how theological formation has 

taken place for the past several centu-

ries, people who experience a call to 

ordained ministry leave their homes 

and parish communities and move, 

generally, to a three year residential 

seminary.  For the three years they 

are intellectually formed, perhaps 

spiritually formed, invited to explore 

leadership and given a safe environ-

ment to explore Sunday mornings 

and occasionally a real life parish ex-

perience, but more often than not 

one in which they do not have ulti-

mate responsibility for the outcome.   

Then the student graduates and 

for those who enter parish ministry, 

their first call becomes the locus of 

their training in the intricacies of 

parish life and leadership with ac-

countability for the outcomes.  Unbe-

knownst to most congregations, they 

become the crucible within which 

actually pastoral and priestly identity 

are formed.  How much more effec-

tive could congregations be if they 

understood the power, influence and 

authority they have through being 

and becoming teaching congrega-

tions?  Their influence would and will 

be limitless.   

As I write this my son Zachary is 

participating in a super internship for 

McGladry Accounting in Chicago.  

He is a senior at Marquette University 

in Milwaukee studying accounting 

and finance.  The internship is in tax 

accounting during the busiest time of 

the year.  He has studied accounting; 

now he is experiencing the life of an 

accountant with firm and clear expec-

tations, public work the company is 

billing clients, internal hours expecta-

tions and so much more.  He is work-

ing over 60 hours a week and just 

told me recently that heôs excited be-

cause he has work until the end of the 

tax season in April.  The company 

takes very seriously her role as a 

teaching company.  They are partici-

pating in a significant way with each 

intern through work, supervision, 

mentoring and observable experience 

grounded on the importance of objec-

tives, results and accountability.  They 

began with intensive training for ten 

days about how they work as a compa-

ny practicing the belief that the com-

pany is larger than the sum of indi-

viduals and yet deeply respectful of 

the individuals.   

 This is how a teaching congrega-

tion works.  The congregation pro-

vides an environment to learn com-

plete with training, feedback, measur-

able expectations, desired results, 

supervision, mentoring, group ac-

countability, study and growth.  The 

congregation, like the accounting firm, 

will have influence on the develop-

ment of the resident and will teach 

her/him about life in an Episcopal 

parish..  Specifically, each congrega-

tion will have a committee of mem-

bers who will work closely with your 

resident.  Each resident will also be 

supervised/mentored by one of the 

clergy in the parish.  Each resident will 

work through their growth in a cohort 

experience that meets weekly.  Each 

resident will be expected to grow in 

their vocation in relationship to the 

environment within which they func-

tion.  Each congregation will be pledge 

to move more deeply into this role of 

preparation.  This is a new form of 

power, influence and authority which 

has always been present but through 

MRP is being drawn to the surface in 

the six participating congregations. 

 

\ \ \ 

The. Rev. Dr. Alvin Johnson, Director 
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Dear brothers and sisters!  

In the light of the resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, my family and 

I want to greet all of you in this com-

munity and to express our thanksgiv-

ing for the generosity, hospitality, and 

support that you have given to us. 

Thank you for opening the door for 

us. Today, we are delighted to say that, 

through your hospitality, St. Paulôs 

has become our spiritual home, and 

we are very happy to be one of you. 

The parish and I have been wait-

ing a long time for the day to come 

when I will officially be with you as 

part of the Ministry Resident Program 

(MRP).  (See articles in this Epistle 

and previous months describing the 

MRP).  Beginning on July 1, I will 

serve 30 hours per week at St. Paulôs.  

The following year, I will serve as a 

full -time staff member as an ordained 

minister. Through the MRP, the con-

gregation will work with VTS to guide 

my formation. As the MRP begins, I 

would like to take this opportunity to 

reintroduce myself.   

I am Jean C. Beniste, a native of 

Haiti, a former Catholic seminarian 

and missionary in the Dominican 

Republic.  Fourteen years ago, after 

my separation from the Catholic 

Church, I met Monica, a native of 

Mexico who became my wife. Later, in 

Miami, Monica and I decided to join 

the Episcopal Church. After we immi-

grated to this country, we decided to 

make it our permanent residence. We 

have two daughters, Annelise Clara 

(5) and Solange Chiara (2). With the 

help of the diocese of Southeast Flori-

da, presently, we live in Alexandria, 

Virginia while I attend VTS.  

We have a joyful spirit. We like to 

meet people and make new friends. 

We like to observe and learn about 

diverse communities and to dedicate 

time to ministry in our community. 

We like to share our culture and live 

in a diverse environment where we 

can share our talents and gifts with 

others.   

Before I begin my official journey 

at St. Paulôs, I share this testimony 

with you. When my family and I first 

moved to Virginia, one of our worries 

was where we were going to find a 

community that would make us feel 

at home. Especially when you have 

two little children, what community is 

going to welcome you with your chil-

dren? We visited several churches 

that welcomed us and where we en-

joyed their hospitality, but something 

was missing.  We found it at St. 

Paulôs after several months of church 

shopping. 

 At the end of October 2011, we 

decided to visit St. Paulôs.  It was 11: 15 

am, the church was full. What hap-

pened is an experience that I wonôt 

forget and that I want to share with 

you.  We approached the entrance of 

the church, with the stroller, with the 

six-month old baby and my other 

daughter who was three years old. 

When one of the ushers saw us, with 

a smile on his face, he opened both 

sides of the door for us and said, 

ñCome in, welcome to St. Paulôs, we 

are glad to have your family here with 

us this day.ò He walked with me and 

gave us a place to sit with the babies.  

During the service, one of the 

most important things for us oc-

curred when my younger daughter 

started crying in the middle of the 

sermon. When my wife tried to go out 

Reintroducing Jean Beniste, first Ministry Resident  

with her to calm her, one of the con-

gregants told us, ñDonôt worry, here at 

St. Paulôs, the children are welcomed, 

we need them here at the church, we 

have place for them, too.ò These were 

the most beautiful words that I could 

have heard in that moment. I believe 

this congregant, and the hospitality 

that you gave me that day, opened the 

door for me to choose St. Paulôs as the 

first place to start my life in full-time 

ministry.  

As a seminarian, through the 

MRP, I will have the chance to learn 

from you as my new spiritual family. 

As a future ordained minister in the 

Church, I believe it is very important 

for me to take time to learn from the 

people with whom I am going to work. 

During my time as a seminarian and 

later an ordained minister at St. 

Paulôs, one of the most important 

things we are going to do together is 

take time to discover how God is pre-

sent in our reality and in a mutual 

communication to share our gifts with 

one another. This will be a testimony 

to others who want to approach this 

community to enjoy our beautiful lit-

urgy, music and spirituality. By put-

ting our talents together, we will make 

this place even more hospitable for 

others ð a special place for our en-

counter with God. Thank you for 

opening the door for me, and agreeing 

to walk with me on this journey. I 

would like to invite all of you to put 

your talents and gifts together to keep 

St. Paulôs a welcoming community, 

spiritual, rich in music and liturgy. 

Brothers and sisters, let us unite in 

prayer as one community to start this 

journey. Cor unum et anima una (One 
Spirit, one Heart) 

Jean C. Beniste 

Virginia Theological Seminary 

M.Div. Class of 2014 

\ \ \ 

Jean and Monica Beniste with daughters 

Annelise Clara and Solange Chiara 
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give this wealth away to those in 

need? And why squander it so wan-

tonly on a sentimental act, especially 

toward someone who has carefully 

avoided the trappings of wealth and 

power? 

The answer Jesus gives is all 

about preparation. ñJesus said, óLeave 

her alone. She bought it so that she 

might keep it for the day of my buri-

al.ôò Weôve all just had an encounter 

with the stench of death and another 

death is coming. Let this fragrance fill 

the room and remind us that the next 

death will make possible the royal 

victory for which I have been anoint-

ed. 

So my answer to my friendôs stu-

dents is that Jesus is neither indiffer-

ent to nor hopeless against the plight 

of people who are poorðthen or now. 

However, in this luxurious scene, he 

is being prepared for a task he must 

accomplish for the whole worldôs 

sake. Maryôs prophetic action draws 

our attention to the nature and the 

gravity of that work. Perhaps itôs even 

necessary, in a way, that Jesus be 

anointed now rather than in the 

tomb, for in Johnôs gospel, Jesus 

reigns not just from beyond the grave 

but from the cross, not with an an-

guished cry but with a dignified dec-

laration: ñIt is finished.ò However you 

look at it, though, the perfume inci-

dent only makes sense in light of 

what is to come. 

So wonder if we might, with 

apologies to Blessed John, read this 

story as a sort of parable of the season 

of Lent, a parable of our own prepara-

tion for what lies ahead. Though 

many in the church are fasting, Lent 

is in other ways a season of indul-

gence. The act of examination and 

repentance is an inward journey, re-

quiring an almost lavish self-focus. 

Iôve noticed that the brief homi-

lies I give at daily masses have fol-

lowed that pattern, dwelling on our 

inner lives and our life as a congrega-

5TH  SUNDAY  OF LENT , 

18 MARCH  2013,  

11:15 A.M.  

 
 

Fr. Kyle Oliver  

Fr. Kyle Oliver 

 
SERMON  

SERIES 

A Parable of  

 Preparation  

 
I was speaking recently with a 

teacher at a religious high school. She 

had been studying this passage from 

Johnôs gospel with her students and 

was both charmed and surprised by 

their reaction. The conversation had 

apparently become totally unglued by 

the classôs collective dismay at Jesusôs 

final words: ñYou always have the 

poor with you, but you do not always 

have me.ò 

ñHow can he say that?ò they 

asked. I think they sensed in his 

words either an indifference to a trag-

ic fact or a hopelessness in the face of 

a challenge that Jesus could have 

solved. After all, he has just raised 

poor Lazarus from the dead˟ surely 

with a strategic loaves and fishes cam-

paign he could have raised the poorôs 

standard of living. And that 300 de-

narii for the perfume could have been 

important seed money. 

But I donôt want to pick on my 

friendôs students, because in many 

ways I agree with them. Like so many 

of my fellow Midwesterners, I have a 

pronounced cultural discomfort with 

luxury and ostentatious displays of 

wealth. Iôm very much the son of two 

parents who went out shopping for 

what they called ña midlife crisis carò 

but who came back not with the Mus-

tang or Charger theyôd imaged but 

with a Volkswagon Cabrio. Itôs the 

worldôs most sensible convertible. 

And thereôs nothing sensible 

about Maryôs action in this story, at 

least not at first glance. To even pos-

sess a jar of perfume worth a yearôs 

wages is very strange for a woman we 

assume was poor, so strange that one 

commentator speculates that it must 

have been a ñfamily treasure.ò Of 

course, Judasôs disingenuous sugges-

tion still stands in that 1 case: why not 
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tion. And my own Lenten practice 

has been less about giving alms than 

about resting in Godôs arms. 

They warn us at the seminary 

that inward focus is a recipe for stag-

nation, because disciples, to be disci-

ples, must ultimately look outward. 

Indeed, that idea will probably sound 

familiar to those of you who attended 

Canon Joey Rickôs presentation on 

evangelism and congregational vitali-

ty on Wednesday. The point is, if 

weôve been dwelling on ourselves a 

bit more than usual of late, then it 

had better be to prepare for some-

thing bigger. 

What are we preparing for? If the 

answer is just our experience of the 

Triduum and the Easter celebration 

that follows, then weôre not hearing 

the fullness of Jesusôs call for us to 

live lives of service to those in need. 

What are we preparing for? If the 

answer is just that outpouring of 

peace and thanksgiving that comes 

with the sure knowledge of our for-

giveness, then weôre living large on 

Godôs gift of grace, a gift that imparts 

its full meaning not just when we 

receive it, but when we give it away. 

What are we preparing for? Not 

just to be redeemed and sanctified, 

although we surely will be. We are 

preparing as well to be renewed and 

sent out, to be vessels of grace in a 

world that needs it now as ever. Ves-

sels of grace è 

The more Iôve thought about it 

this week, the more Iôve believed that 

weôre preparing to be like that little 

jar of perfume. Could that be true? 

What if we are Godôs precious 
investment, bought for a costly price 

indeed, but ultimately worth it be-

cause of our sacred purpose? If thatôs 

true, it reminds us of the importance 

of this period of discernment in the 

life of St. Paulôs and our need to an-

swer anew our questions of Godôs 

purposes for us. 

What if we are the oil of anoint-

ing for the sick and the suffering, 

marking those we serve with a sign of 

their true dignity and stature in the 

kingdom of God? If thatôs true, then 

visiting parishioners who are ill and 

feeding neighbors who are hungry 

will become, more and more, not just 

our duty but our joy. Jesus, and my 

friendôs high school religion class, 

would approve. 

What if we are the fragrance that 

fills this house of worship and then 

spills into the streets, making it possi-

ble for our neighbors to encounter in 

us the beauty of holiness? If thatôs 

true, then our amazing Ash Wednes-

day experience might mark the begin-

ning of a new chapter in the story of 

our life as friends and neighbors in 

Foggy Bottom. 

What if we are holy vessels, cho-

sen and sanctified for carrying to oth-

ers the grace of God in Christ? 

My sisters and brothers I pray 

that Lent continue to be, for us, forty 

luxurious days of preparation, so that 

when the time comes, we may follow 

the Risen Christ from ñWhat if?òs to 

whatôs next.__ 

\ \ \ 

David Gariff will give four free 

tours of the Pre-Raphaelite Brother-

hood Exhibit at the National Gallery 

of Art on May 14, 15, 16 & 17 at 1:00 

p.m. Meet in the West Building Ro-

tunda. No reservations necessary. All 

welcome. These public tours are a 

follow up to Dr. Gariffôs presentation 

ñReligious Paintings of the Pre-

Raphaelite Brotherhoodò at the St. 

Paulôs Forum, Sunday, April 28. An 

illustrated copy of the Pre-Raphaelite 

exhibition catalogue is on the glass 

table in St Paulôs Atrium. 

David Gariff is a senior lecturer at 

the National Gallery of Art, Washing-

ton, and an adjunct professor of art 

history at the Catholic University of 

America. A specialist in modern and 

contemporary art and the art of the 

Italian Renaissance, he has taught art 

history at the University of Wiscon-

sin, Cleveland State University, Trini-

ty University, and the University of 

Maryland, College Park, where he 

received his Ph.D. He was a graduate 

fellow in Italy at the University of 

Florence and the University of Pisa, 

and a Fulbright and Kress Foundation 

fellow at the Institute for the History 

of Lombard Art in Milan. Gariff has 

lectured and written widely on topics 

related to modern art, film, and the 

Italian Renaissance. 

 \ \ \ 

Special Tours of  

Pre-Raphaelite 

Brotherhood Exhibit  



Speaking with leaders in one of the Roman Catholic Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps about their 
situation (camps are organized along denominational lines.) 
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On Being Brothers and Sisters in Christ  
Jonathan Chesney, Seminarian 

and west of Thailand and Laos.  It 

shares some similarities with its 

neighbors but, as every place, carries 

its unique history and experience into 

its own unique character as well.  For 

many Americans it may carry with it a 

sense of remote Eastern exoticness 

(old Burma), and while awareness is 

growing quickly with the opening of 

the country, for many their main asso-

ciation will be protesting monks or 

Nobel Prize for Peace winner Aung 

San Suu Kyi.  It was winter (the dry 

season), but in most of the country 

still warm for us, 70 and 80 degrees, 

though in the north it could be chilly 

at night and morning.  We visited the 

cities of Yangon, Myitkyina, Hpaôan, 

Toungoo, and Bagan. We also traveled 

to rural villages and across the coun-

tryside, through rice paddies, fields, 

forests, and mountains by plane, bus, 

and train.  Yangon, formerly the Capi-

tal, felt like a city as we know it, with 

wealthy areas of fenced compounds 

and nice places to eat, to areas of 

dense population in high apartments 

above shops, cafes, and an always bus-

tling sidewalk market, and a glimpse 

from the train of especially poor areas 

of shacks and huts made out of what-

ever materials were at hand.  The oth-

er cities were smaller in size and 

Bagan, which is an ancient capital, 

was dotted with Buddhist pagodas,

(the majority religion of the country), 

from no taller than me to huge build-

ings, some well kept and many crum-

bling and old.  They were very differ-

ent from the pagodas in other places, 

which are very well kept up with paint 

and lights.  The villages we visited 

were neat with well-built stilt houses 

of thatch and cane, though Iôd imag-

ine they get more isolated and very 

muddy during the rainy season. 

Beautiful as the land is, it is the 

people of Myanmar that made the 

trip.  Almost everyone I met was in-

credibly hospitable, friendly, and in-

terested in finding out who I was and 

where I was from.  We were fed and 

everywhere we went, with our hosts 

bringing out the fatted calf in our 

honor, and even in areas where there 

are more Westerners seen, most peo-

ple seemed glad to see us and curious 

to hear both about what brought us to 

their country and what it was like 

where we are from.  For many people, 

there is a hope and excitement in the 

air after some of the recent democrat-

ic reforms (an end of censorship, re-

newed elections and allowances for 

other political parties, etc.) and Presi-

dent Obamaôs visit a few months 

back, as the first sitting US President 

to visit, brought much joy.  Even peo-

ple who spoke no English would 

sometimes greet us with shouts of 

ñObama!ò  Families often work busi-

nesses together for their lives, though 

there seems to be a great value on 

education and many shop-keepers 

and café owners showed us pictures 

of their children at graduations and 

My seminary, Virginia Theologi-

cal, has deep ties outside of the Episco-

pal Church USA through both mis-

sionaries and students from other 

provinces who have attended and be-

come alumni.  Through these connec-

tions and with strong support for stu-

dent Cross-Cultural experiences 

(especially in the form of generous 

financial grants), seven of my class-

mates and I were blessed to be able to 

travel to Myanmar (known formerly 

and still to some as Burma), this past 

January, under the guidance of the 

Rev. Katherine Babson, a VTS alum 

and longtime missionary and friend to 

Myanmar.  There is so much more 

from my trip than I can fit in these 

few pages, and truth be told Iôm still 

processing much of it, but Iôd like to 

tell you a little bit about my trip and 

about our brothers and sisters in 

Christ in this country on the other side 

of the world. 

Myanmar is in Southeast Asia, 

east of Bangladesh, south of China, 
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told of their pursuing work in the 

cities.  Our hosts and new friends 

delighted in giving us gifts to show 

their friendship and appreciation of 

our visit; there was not one place we 

visited where we were not humbled 

by Myanmar generosity.  This gener-

osity was simply one outward and 

visible sign of the depth of love and 

spirit I came to know especially in the 

Christians I met. 

I began the trip with little idea of 

what I would encounter, having trav-

eled some in China but with no expe-

rience of South East Asia.  I knew in a 

country that was 89% Buddhist and 

4% Christian that the dynamics 

would be completely different from 

the American Christian experience, 

but I was not sure how being a mi-

nority faith would affect the develop-

ment of the local church.  I wondered 

how the Myanmar Anglicans would 

view us in light of the difficulty much 

of the worldwide Anglican church has 

with some of the Episcopal Church 

USAôs (ECUSA), directions around 

the acceptance of homosexuality.  

And then we arrived, and for every 

day of the rest of our trip, our sister 

and brother Christians received us 

with joy and grace and love.  Bishop 

David of Myitkyina Diocese, Bishop 

Stylo of Hpaôan, and Bishop John of 

Toungoo (a VTS alum and our great 

help and coordinator for our planning 

on the Myanmar side), all invited us 

to visit their diocese and get to know 

their staff, people, and ministries.  We 

visited schools and seminaries, led 

bible studies and retreated with local 

seminarians, learned about the many 

missions of health clinics and hospi-

tals, boarding houses for rural stu-

dents, womenôs education, and many 

other good works.  The Christian life 

of faith there has its challenges.  Re-

sources, especially around education, 

are few and because most Christians 

belong to the ethnic minorities, Chris-

tianity has often been associated with 

ethnic rebellion and conflict by the 

government.  There have been at 

times persecution and violence.  It has 

been nearly impossible for Christians 

to advance to higher posts in govern-

ment (and under the Junta this was 

synonymous with the military).  Par-

ishes in a diocese can be far apart and 

rural (some that can only be reached 

by walking on dirt paths), and many 

share a circuit-riding priest (for whom 

pay is low).  In Bishop Davidôs diocese 

in Kachin State, the churches (Baptist, 

Roman Catholic, and Anglican) are 

struggling to care for Internally Dis-

placed Persons (IDP) Camps that they 

have built to support those fleeing 

from the Kachin-Myanmar Govern-

ment conflict currently driving people 

from their villages in violence.  In 

some places there are issues of addic-

tion (opium from nearby can be a 

problem), and in others human traf-

ficking.  So the needs are great.  But 

the Christians we met on our trip, 

while acknowledging these needs, 

went about their work with faith and 

hope and dignity. 

In passing through this experi-

ence, being a guest and observer of 

the Christian life in Myanmar, and 

coming back to my church and life in 

the USA, I could not help but be af-

fected and observant of it in compari-

son.  There are some gifts we can 

learn about from the Church in My-

anmar.  Its size enables some aspects 

of the Christian life which I think we 

can take for granted here at home.  

Ecumenical cooperation is strong 

there, because Christians, in their 

small numbers must stick together.  

There are still Baptists and Roman 

Catholics and Anglicans (we are the 

minority over there too, we share that 

in common!), but more important for 

our brothers and sisters over there is 

the fact of their faith in Jesus as a 

common denominator, more im-

portant than their denominational 

beliefs when it comes to living Chris-

tian life on the ground.  Being a 

Christian in Myanmar involves some 

deep cost and because of this has 

With our brothers and sisters from local seminaries at the 2nd Annual Inter-

Seminary Retreat 

With friends who live in the Anglican IDP (internally displaced persons), where 

they fled conflict in Kachin State between their people and the government 
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Y                CAN  YOU  HELP? 
St. Paulôs strives to apply our talent, time, and treasure to reach out and uplift those in  

need both in our neighborhood and across the world.  We welcome your involvement in: 

Grate Patrol ï Delivery of Breakfast to Washingtonôs homeless population 

¶ Food Preparation:  2.30-4.30pm every Friday; Contact Lucky Ajueyitsi:                 akpoyoma@hotmail.com 

¶ Food Delivery:  5:30am each Saturday & Sunday, Contact Glenn Marsh:               Marsh_Glenn@emc.com 

¶ Bag Set-up:  Anytime before 3pm Friday; Contact Tina Mallett (202-965-9324 or tmallett@si.edu). 

First Fridays ï On the first Friday of each month, St. Paulôs provides an evening meal for 100 homeless persons to be       

delivered from a special Salvation Army vehicle. Preparation help is needed (5:30 - 7:00 pm in the church kitchen).    

Contact   Nancie Majkowski at (nmajkows@ngs.org, 202-857-7115 or 301-513-9563). 

Washington Interfaith Network   (WIN) is committed to training and developing neighborhood leaders, to addressing 

community issues such as homelessness, poverty, and injustice, and to holding elected and corporate officials accounta-

ble in Washington.  Volunteers are desired to join in advocacy efforts and represent St. Paulôs at meetings.  Contact    

Deacon Eric Lobsinger:  elobsinger@stpauls-kst.com 

 

portant in my developing theology of 

mission as experienced in my trip to 

Myanmar.  Because we are incarnated 

beings who follow God Incarnate, the 

Word made flesh, we in the church 

cannot simply rely on spiritual con-

nection if we are one in the Body of 

Christ.  I am increasingly convinced 

that we, in whatever ways we can ac-

complish it, must visit and be re-

freshed in sharing of ourselves with 

each other.  We are not alone.  We are 

loved.  We are loved by the God who 

made us and who made us to love one 

another.  And this cannot be complete 

until it is total, the Church in the 

World living as an example and 

preaching the Gospel by living it to-

gether.  These things were made clear-

deep value.  The Holy Spirit seems to 

move strongly and clearly in places 

where the Church is smaller and has 

to rely solely on God.  This, combined 

with the sense of care for each other 

and a trust that God will do what God 

promises in Scripture, leads to a deep 

faith and a powerful perspective on 

mission that they will be led to serve 

in the examples of Jesus. 

I am still processing much and a 

phrase which Bishop Style had paint-

ed on both the entrance and exit walls 

of his house continues to sound in my 

heart:  ñmission is life.ò  It is a call to 

give great weight to what draws us 

out, beyond our walls and comfort 

zones, and into the places the Spirit 

will lead.  This is increasingly im-

er to me in reflections by Bishop Da-

vid; that people were being given life 

from our simple visit, just because 

they did not feel so isolated, so alone, 

and that our communion was true and 

real.  The importance of connection 

from my trip to visit our brothers and 

sisters in the Church in Myanmar, the 

importance of outward and visible 

communion as a sign of inward and 

spiritual grace, will continue to influ-

ence my developing understanding of 

mission, and I hope, one that will con-

tinue to develop as the Church learns 

and re-learns how to be the Church in 

the world in our time. 

  

\ \ \ 

mailto:akpoyoma@hotmail.com
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mailto:elobsinger@stpauls-kst.com
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UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS AT ST. PAULõS PARISH   

May  ON K STREET 

1 |  Helene Beckwith  
 Laura Kathryn Hanson  
 Ashton McRae  
 
2 |  Larry Cook  
 Robert Kursch 
 Thomas Moreland  
 Eleanor Simpson  
 
3 |  Sarah Buzby  
 Erin Cromer  
 Andrew de Michaelis  
 
7 |  Edwin Pewett  
 John Schnorrenberg  
 Janet Wamsley  
 
9 |  Sabrina Smith  
 
10 |  Harold Carrow  
 James Spaulding  
 
11 |  Serge-Emile Simpson  
 Owen Smith  
 
12 |  Sean Byrd  
 Robert Eikel  
 
13 |  Natalie Rathvon  
 
14 |  Barry Johnson  
 Benjamin Locher  
 
16 |  Ron Grant  

 Bruce Hardy  
 
17 |  Ned Sieverts  
 
18 |  Ed Britton  
 Jeremiah Cassidy 
 
19 |  Sophia Haughton  
 
23 |  Thomas Barrientos  
 Lowell Miller  
 
24 |  Cornell Cornish  
 
25 |  Amelia Bell  
 Lawrence Campbell  
 Arnitta Coley  
 
26 |  Robert Bear  
 
27 |  Reginald Wolfe  
 
28 |  Laurel Radley  
 Gwyneth Zakaib  
 
30 |  J. Michael Cutshaw  
 Marie Louise Walter 
 
31 |  Jodie Jenkins 
 Peter Thompson  
 

\ \ \ 

Deaths:  Mary Jo Clark 

MAJOR FEAST DAYS  
 
Thursday, May 9, 2013: Ascension 

Day 

6:45 a.m.: Morning Prayer 

7:00 a.m.: Low Mass 

5:30 p.m.: Prayers at the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Walsingham 

5:45 p.m.: Evening Prayer 

6:45 p.m.: Procession and Solemn 

Mass 

Sunday, May 19, 2013: The Day of 

Pentecost 

7:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer 

7:45 a.m.: Low Mass 

9:00 a.m.: Procession and Sung Mass 

11:15 a.m.: Procession and Solemn 

Mass 

6:00 p.m.: Evensong and Benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday, May 26, 2013: Trinity Sunday 

7:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer 

7:45 a.m.: Low Mass 

9:00 a.m.: Sung Mass and Te Deum 

11:15 a.m.: Solemn Mass and Te Deum 

6:00 p.m.: Evensong and Benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament 

\ \ \ 
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Remember to mark your Calendar:  

Ascension ñ Thursday, May 9  

Pentecost ñ Sunday, May 19 

Trinity Sunday ñ May 26 

 

 Giotto di Bondone,  c. 1300,  Pentecost 


